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Allies Almost Slocketl Secret 
Talk With Germans : i Italy 


CPYRGyT^ g HANBI ; fi;R 

An CTOTT by the Allied .imn 

Chiefs of Staff almost haltocj 
the secret negotiations that loci 
to the surrender of German 
troops in Italy in 1045, Alleif 
W, Dulles, who conducted thc| 
negotiations, has disclosed. 

Mr. Dulles, former- director 
of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, describes the incident 
in the second and final install- 
ment of ".The Secret Surren- 
der, 1 ' in the August issue of 
Harper's magazine. The first 
installment of his account of 
the secret negotiations, which 
will be published in book 'form 
by Harper & Row, appeared in 
the July issue. 

. The elimination of the Italian 
front, Mr. Dulles says, had 
forced Field Marshal Albert 
Kessclring, the German com- 
’ wander on the Western Front, 
to request negotiations for the 
surrender of almost a mil- 
lion troops under his command. 
The surrender in Italy made the 
position of the battered German 
forces on the Western Front 
untenable. 

, Mr. Dulles relates that the . 
-Allied Joint Chiefs ordered the 
-interruption of the secret ne- 
gotiations when they seemed on 
- the point of succeeding, hut 
Field Marshal Alexander, the 
Allied commander in chief in 
Italy, interceded and convinced 
the Joint Chiefs to permit Mr.. 
Dulles to proceed. 


KUsmnrtrt. thfe VhrtiW <M ft. )W- 

vate Swiss school; Luigi Pa-; 
rilli, an Italian baron, and Gcro 
V. S. Gacvernitz, a naturalized- 
American of German origin, a 
friend and invaluable unofficial 
aido of Mr, Dulles, 

Mr. Dulles, the wartime chief 
in Europe of the Office of Stra- 
tegic Services, conducted his 
operations from Berne. 

Wlille he was wondering 
whether Wolff would escape 
alive from his encounter with 
Himmler and Kaltcnbrunner, he 
received a message from Wash- 
ington on April 21 ordering 
him to discontinue his contacts 
with the Germans. The military, 
men did not believe the Gcr-j 
mans would surrender on terms' 
acceptable to the Allies and re- 
ferred to complications with 
he Russians. 

Eu Route to Surrender 


Mr, Dulles said he could only 
arry out orders and, while 
|i reparing' to do so, he received. 

telephone call from Major 
Jy&ibcl informing him that 
tenoral Wolf and one of Gen. 
fciiii'icii von Vletinghoff’s staff 
fficers, Lieut. Col, Viktor von; 
Ichweinitz, were en route to 
Iwitzorland to surrender. Von 

t ietinghoff was commander of 
ig Wolmnacht in Italy. 

Mr. Dulles radioed Field Mar* 

I nal Alexander, who immedi* 
tely contacted the Allied 
eadquarters requesting recon- 
. deration. The German emis-i 

t ries arrived with powers to, 
gotiate but Mr. Dulles had to 
ay for time. > 

On April 27 Mr. Dulles re- 
ived instructions to proceed. . 
licit! Marshal Alexander was 


Himmler Tried to Intervene 

Mr. Dulles also relates- that 
-Heinrich Himmler and Ernst 
'Kaltcnbrunner tried to prevent 
■an SS general, Karl Wolff, com- < rooted to make arrangements 
imandcr of the SS (Elite Guard) 1 receive the Germans at his. 
-forces in Italy and initiator of ( i f ;cr(;a headquarters 
:-'the . secret negotiations, from the British Ge 
icarrying them to fruition and ( lcs *'. Mr, Gacvernitz accompa- 
*how Wolff tricked them into T 1 ? ,b «. German envoys to Ca-' 
.silence. 


l-ta, whore he played an im 


Mr. Dulles describes the re- Jfrtnnt -role in convincing them 
constructed scenes in Hitler’s'-" 

I Berlin bunker where Wolff con- n | 

.-fronted the ill dictator and 
talked him out of suspicions a 
ithat could have led to Wolff's ft , 
execution. 1 riders. Tins meant that tho 

Mr. Dulles also discloses the ^f lsKl l lrics . ha, L to be P a ^ 
role of a Czech refugee radio K< |'}. - v 
operator by the name of Vac- s 


■I 


sign the surrender docu-, 
nts. 

[A difficult task still' lay j 
ead: informing the German 
pops through their own 


via France, neutral 
Idtzcrland and Gcrman-con- 


■lav Hradecky whom Mr. Dulles tl llc<J Austria to Bolzano, 

'had planted in Wolff's Bol- , final part of the journey 
zano, Italy, headquarters to * n! * to 0<! made through terri- 
serve as a secret communlca- t< Y honeycombed by the Ges- 
tlons clearing house. la »<> alul threatened by partl- 

Bcsides Mr. Dulles and Gen- - sa 1 b;lllds - The Gestapo had or- 
eral Wolff, the principal pro- a ‘ * to arrest tho emissaries 
tagonists In tho drama were Yi cn they crossed into Austria. 

Maj. Max Waibcl, a Swiss mlli-:, w s, ; nt ;<• car to the frontier 
..tary. intelligence officer; Max: 1 1 took tliem over the AIds> 
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